The Volunteer Dispatch

A guarterly volunteer newsletter from Manatee Village Historical Park

Summer 2023

A Note from Manatee Village
Historical Park:

Dear Volunteers,

The volunteer newsletter is getting a
makeover! Our newsletter will now be
quarterly, with Spring, Summer, Fall, and
Winter editions.

Courtesy Clipart Library

The quarterly newsletter will still provide you with the latest upcoming events and
volunteer opportunities for the season, while allowing me to flesh out interesting
historical information for you to learn from and share with others. It will also free
up your inbox a bit!

I hope you enjoy the first edition of our Summertime newsletter. Have a
wonderful Summer!

Best wishes,
Allgsan o'Leary

Education & Volunteer Coordinator

In this issue you will find...
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Important Updates
Upcoming Closures

Juneteenth

Manatee Village Historical Park will
be closed on Monday, June 19th in .
observance of Juneteenth.

-

Independence Day

Manatee Village Historical Park —~\/
will be closed on Tuesday, July {"(Z:
4th in observance of rr

Independence Day.

Courtesy of Clipart Library

Under Construction/Repair

Church

During Hurricane Ian the steeple sustained some minor damage.
Repairs to the steeple and the cross are currently underway.

Fogarty Boatworks

A project is currently underway to make the Fogarty Boatworks ADA
accessible, thanks to the Manatee County Historical Commission! A
ramp is being added to the Boatworks this summer.

Settlers House

It was brought to staff’'s attention that there were soft spots on the
wooden ramp leading into the Settlers House. Several pieces of wood
are currently being replaced by our Maintenance Technician.



Blast From The Past

Did you know some Manatee County citizens owned cars as early as 1905?
While exploring records on Florida Memory, I came across some documents
that reflect vehicle ownership in the state of Florida in the 1900s.

Vehicle registration records from 1905 to 1917 note the name of the
vehicle’s owner, registration date, and registration number; in addition to
the vehicle’s make, model, and horsepower.

K.W. Wiggins registered his 30
horsepower Touring model car on
June 15, 1911. His car was
made by REO Motor Car Co. This is
the same Wiggins who built the
Wiggins General Store at Manatee
Village Historical Park. Wiggins is
pictured in the backseat of the
automobile on the right, although it
is unclear from the records whether
this is the same vehicle he

Image (above): K.W. Wiggins (white shirt, backseat)

registered in 1911 or if he is simply
a passenger in someone else’s

and others (1910-1920)

Courtesy of Manatee County Public Library Historical

vehicle.

Image (above): Pliny Reasoner

(1881-1888)

Courtesy of Manatee County
Public Library Historical Digital
Collections

Digital Collections

Another name you might recognize from the vehicle
registration records is Reasoner. Pliny Reasoner,
pictured on the left, was described in a local historical
diary as "...the wide known and beloved by all young
nurseryman...” (Diary of E.E. and E.B. Johnson, 1884-
1896).

When Pliny arrived in Manatee he gained a reputation
as a proficient nurseryman and established Royal Palm
Nurseries in 1881. His brother, Egbert Reasoner, would
later join him in Florida and in the nursery business.
Egbert took over the business when Pliny died during a
Yellow Fever outbreak in Manatee.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/346940

One piece of historical evidence that reflects Egbert’s time in Florida in the

years following his brother’s death is the vehicle registration records from
the state archives.

Egbert registered two vehicles:

1. A gasoline powered vehicle from Cadillac Motor Co. (10hp) on
July 23, 1906

2. A Touring Car from Cadillac Motor Co. (30hp) on April 2, 1909

The photograph on the left was found in an online
archive and is listed in it’s record as “"Reasoner’s
first car.” The vehicle pictured is a Hudson
automobile. It is worth noting that the vehicle
registration records do not reflect the pictured car
and the description for the photograph does not
explicitly state which Reasoner family member the
vehicle belonged to.

In the future, if documents are discovered that
help fill in gaps in the current records I will share
the updated information in another volunteer
newsletter.

Image (above): Vehicle associated .
with the Reasoner family (1910-1912)  Until then, please feel free to check out the

Courtesy of Manatee County Public vehicle registration records on the next page!
Library Historical Digital Collections

Image (right): Egbert Norman Reasoner and
his wife, Sarah Burrows Anderson

Courtesy of Manatee County Public Library
Historical Digital Collections

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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If you would like to view the document on Florida Memory, click HERE.

Image (above): Florida Automobile Registration Record (Volume 1) (1905-1913)

Courtesy of Florida Memory, State Library and Archives of Florida

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/346940?id=168

If you would like to view the
documents on Florida Memory,
click HERE and HERE.

Images (above): Florida Automobile Registration Record (Volume 1) (1905-1913)

Courtesy of Florida Memory, State Library and Archives of Florida

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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According to the registration records, Reasoner owned two Cadillacs.
Below are some examples of Cadillac advertisements from 1906 and 1909.

CADILLAC

The Record of 1905

' is your guarantee for 1906

The Cadillac Motor Car Co. of Detroit made and sold |
more automobiles in 1905 than any other one maker in the
world, and nearly as many as any other two makers combined.

Need we say more? Is it not plain that this record |
means greatest merit?

Come and dave a ride in this neat little Cadillac runa- |
bont—$750—or in any other Cadillac model of your choice. |

' 10 h. p. Runabout, for two passengers........................
10 h. p. Light Touring Car, for two or four passengers ....
Model “H,” 30 h. p. Touring Car. ...
(S-m: wlrh Runabout Body, $2,400; pre 83 000 wuh Limouslne $3. 500 )
Modet S It 40 NN DIRTO U BICART 70100 1) sttt s ettt SRR E ey $3,750
(Same, with Limousine Body, |
$5,000.) l |

Cadillac Company
of New York,
151 West 38th Street. | ;

@ .« 3 ”
- . neax--ronn:].::. nl-{ag ble)

CADILLAC THIRTY

Image (left): The Sun (February 18, 1906)

Courtesy of Chronicling America, Library of Congress

To view the document, click HERE.

After March 1 will be located in the

elegant new Cadillac Garage,

10 h. p. Cadillac Runabout,

Broadweay and 62d St.

{ " . e r—
% Pensacola terntory is assxgned wnth Moblle, Meridian, Hattiesburg and the
I A coast East of New Orleans to the Gould Motor Co., of Mobile.
: : The Cadillac factory, since the first of last _]anuary. have made and deliv-
HOW 18 lt that the ered over seven thousand of this model.

Our allotment for all this territory was only eighteen Cadillac Thirties
(less than 25 per cent. of number asked for).

r demonstrator arrived January 2d, last, and in less than three months
our allotment was sold and delivered, the territory outside of Mobile getting
very few of them.

April, May, June, July and August we were unable to secure more Cadillac
“30,” but the Cadillac Company, appreciating the importance of having a few
cars on the streets of Pensacola and other points in this territory, made us an
additional allotment of six (6) cars to be placed in Pensacola and Mississippi
poilns,

We have brought two of these Cadillac “30” here on arrival from factory
and for a few days will be open for demonstrations which will be given for the
asking.

Gadillac

will outlive and outwear
, any other car ? '

. Do you realize that this question is it insisted that no such perfect it ana
belng asked wherever automobiles balance could possibly be secured in
are sold? any assembled car.

Do you realize that the true test of
automobile construcion is: “How
long will this car last?"

Do you know that buyers are pointing
to the experience of 20,000 Cadillac
owners and demanding to know why
other cars do not last 80 Jong?

Do you know they are no longer satis-
fied with mere speed, but want the
long life of the Cadillac as well?

Che Cadillac Company began prepar-
ing for this public demand the first
_year of its existence,

It insisted that nothing short of the
enormous expenditure for special
machinery represented in the Cadil-
lac plant could build  car which,
like the Cadillac, would keep going
year in and year out.

The Cadillac Company proved that
this was true by building 20,000 cars,
not one of which has ever gone out

“ of commission; and it Is proving it
again by bullding a 4-cylinder ecar
which has no equal in the world for
endurance, long life and low cost of
up-keep.

All these points which are vital to you

Phone or send your address for catalogue and demonstration to us care
Manhattan Hotel, Pensacola.

GOULD MOTOR CAR CO.,

Mobile, Alabama.

as a possible buyer we can only hint

at here,
It insisted then that no car could last

more than & butterfly ife which was
not synchrpnized in every essential
part—down to oe-one-tbousandth of
an inch if need be.

But mark our words—the day of the
one-season car has goue, and the
day of the long-lived, economical
car has come with the Cadillac,

CADILLAC
““THIRTY"

r Four-cylinder, 30
lorse-power, cop-
per water jackets,
sliding gear trans-
mission,

11 1400

including threeoil
lamps ond horn.

: The von Hamm Young Co, Ltd., Agents

Image (above): The Hawaiian Star (October 16, 1909)
Courtesy of Chronicling America, Library of Congress

To view the document, click HERE.

Image (above): The Pensacola Journal (October 12,
1909)

Courtesy of Chronicling America, Library of Congress

To view the document, click HERE.
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015415/1909-10-16/ed-1/seq-11/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87062268/1909-10-12/ed-1/seq-2/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030272/1906-02-18/ed-1/seq-11/

According to the registration records, Wiggins owned a REO Motor Car.
Below are some examples of REO advertisements from 1910 and 1911.

| The Beauty of the Mlghty Reo
Is More Than “Skin Deep” &

M-mnnmhp-ﬁﬁghﬂlhn--u
lassier looking car sold than the

lt‘nutnulu-ﬂ,h—ilho-d the most combortable
i A YOU ever saw.

N-ii-unhl-—n-hdh'l— tracesble only to the
remarkably low first enst:

l&-nvn-ﬂll -iymkuo-r
that moderate

m“l-‘lh econom

y—ndtﬂmn n: .._"
l-nhv -ni certainty, and

hl--.-y.rlh:m'hn 7

R. W. Aj_chlnney

r”f‘:‘!.":..'

.

Image (above): The Paducah Evening Sun (May 25, 1910)
Courtesy of Chronicling America, Library of Congress

To view the document, click HERE.

END.

The Reo Sensation for 1912

This Car for $1,000

(Price Subject to Change Without Notice)
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R. M. Owen & Co. “5=%2" Reo Motor Car Co., Lansing, Mich.

Chesterﬁeld Motor Car Co.,

922 W. mewm

A

Image (above): The Times Dispatch (July 30, 1911)

Courtesy of Chronicling America, Library of Congress

To view the document, click HERE.

All resources are available upon request.



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052114/1910-05-25/ed-1/seq-2/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038615/1911-07-30/ed-1/seq-38/

Events

Lecture: Mavhem in Manatee

Saturday, June 24th at 2pm

Explore the murders that put small-town Sarasota on the national map through
a lecture by MVHP staff. From murders to prison escapes, the Sarasota
Vigilance Committee left the nation in awe when a group of men in Sarasota
(then part of Manatee County) came together in 1884 to form a group with the
sole purpose of eliminating “obnoxious” people. By summer they would have
committed their first murder and gotten away with it. In December, they
murdered postmaster Charles Abbe in broad daylight but they wouldn’t be so
lucky.

Limited seating. First come first serve. Free to the public.

Lecture: How Did They Do It Without AC?

Saturday, July 22nd at 2pm

A rambling look at the cultural history and ecology that shaped Manatee County
into one of Florida’s most significant areas; discussing Alternating Current,
Automobiles and Cars, and Air Conditioning.

Limited seating. First come first serve. Free to the public.

T -" i’
¥ Julia Atzeroth

e e s ot

Manatee Village Historical Park Collection



Volunteer Spotlight

A special thank you to all our volunteers who were able to help out at the last
Manatee Burying Ground cleanup of the season!

Thank you for helping us preserve and share Manatee’s history with visitors!

Image (above): Image (above):
Cleaning Vault Graves (May 2023) Filling Out Condition Report (May 2023)

Image (above): Image (above): Image (above):
Before Cleaning (May 2023) During Cleaning (May 2023) After Cleaning (May 2023)

All Photographs From the Manatee Village Historical Park Collection
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Greeters Needed

The General Store at Manatee Village Historical Park was built in 1903 by King
Wiggins. It was once at the heart of the Village of Manatee. Settlers traveled
for miles to buy their staples here. Wiggins also designed the store to include
overnight rooms for customers who traveled from the far reaches of the
county.

Now, the General Store is a place where visitors can step back in time to learn
about Manatee County’s past. Our Greeters help introduce visitors to the
museum, provide them with free self-guided tour brochures, and tell them
about upcoming events.

If you love history and talking to people, the Wiggins Store Greeter may be the
volunteer role for you!

Available volunteer shifts for
this position:

. Monday, 10am to 1pm
. Monday, 1pm to 4pm

« Thursday, 10am to 1pm
« Thursday, 1pm to 4pm
. Friday, 10am to 1pm

. Friday, 1pm to 4pm

. Select Saturdays, 10am
to 1pm or 1pm to 4pm

@

>

‘V/_‘;_;/
==

D

Manatee Village Historical Park Collection
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Call For Volunteer News

Have you recently learned a fun history fact? Have you started a new hobby? Got a
recipe you’'d like to share? A new addition to your family? Have you celebrated a
milestone?

We'd love to feature your news in the newsletter!

Send in any fun facts, hobbies, recipes, pictures, and any other information you’d like
to share with your fellow volunteers and staff.

You can email your news to allyson.oleary@manateeclerk.com or
call 941-749-7165.
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